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Key Topics:
• Agricultural Development in 

Kingman / Hualapai Valley
• Groundwater Management
• Pistachio Market



Private Land is Limited

Mohave County:

• 59%: BLM

• 17%: National Parks / Recreation 

• 7%: State of Arizona

• 6%: Native American Reservations

• 11%: Private Ownership

Ag History: 
Hualapai Valley



• 2007: Land use = 3 R’s

• Rangeland

• Recreation 

• Residential

• Major water users

• City of Kingman

• Outlying housing developments

• Valle Vista: 3,000 home sites, 18-
hole golf course (1972)

Ag History: 
Hualapai Valley



2015: Land Rush

• ± 46 center pivots

• 5 sections of lateral-move 

• ± 8,000 to 10,000 acres irrigated

Ag Pumping increases per USGS:

• 2014: 8,000 AF/Year

• 2015: 23,000 AF/Year

• 2017: 35,000 AF/Year

• 2018: 17,000 AF/Year

Ag History: 
Hualapai Valley



2017-2019: Nut Crop Farmers

• ± 15,000 acres purchased - Kingman

• $1,500 - $2,850 / acre

• ± 12,400 acres purchased – Red Lake

• $1,300 - $2,000 / acre

Spoiler: Only a Fraction will be Planted!

Ag History: 
Hualapai Valley



Activity Cost Per Acre

Land Purchase $1,500 - $3,000

Well Development $3,000 - $5,000

Land Prep, Irrigation System & Tree Planting $5,500 - $8,000

Total Cost: $10,000 - $16,000

Economics: 
Kingman Pistachio Development



Pistachios

• First plantings in 2017

• Most planted from 2019-2021

• Final plantings in 2022

• Estimated: 13,300 Acres (my guess!!!)

• Earliest are in production

Other Nuts
• Almonds: estimated 2,500 Acres

• Walnuts & Pecans: minor plantings

Nut Crops Planted:
Hualapai Valley

Almonds

Almonds

Pistachios



Then What Happened?

Local Groundwater Concerns: 
2014 – ADWR states AMA is not necessary

2016 – ADWR declines county request for INA

2017 – County & Kingman sponsor groundwater study

2018 – County Assessor imposes tax on “industrial” wells

2021 – Cumulative non-exempt well applications increased 
from 1 in 2012 to 242 in 2021, with 182 developed



Then What Happened?

Hualapai Valley INA: 
June 2022 – County again requests an INA

Dec 2022 – ADWR establishes Hualapai Valley INA

INA is effective as of October 12, 2022

Land Sales since INA? One…1,900 ac @ $1,683/ac



Pistachio Market
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Administrative Committee for Pistachios: 
2023 Data



Administrative Committee for Pistachios: 
2023 Data




